








seeing the o0ld railroad gradés never built on the Big Survey but
built and used in the Massie's Mill District will see what an
amazing engineering and construction feat that was.

Kistler failed in their goals, because in about 1916 the
chestnut blight commenced killing the chestnut in the eastern
United States and by the mid twenties had scourged the east,
completely killing the vast stands of chestnut over the entirety
of its range. As so much of WINTERGREEN was chestnut and other
forest trees were not in as great demand, Kistler, Lesh logged
not at all on the property until the 1930's and then only the
most mature and accessible stands. During the period of their
oWnership from 1902 until 1951 the property was under the
supervision of Mr. Dall Small, father of B. C. Small who today
farms some of WINTERGREEN's lands and lives immediately adjacent.

During this period of time though the mountains and the
Valley changed forever. The loss of the chestnut changed all of
Virginia's mountains as much as all other factors combined as it
forced the mountain people out of the mountains and into
factories. Theirs was a marginal existence; without chestnut
they couldn't survive. The lumber was valuable to them for all
purposes and the chestnuts themselves were a very valuable no-
cost cash crop sold as a delicacy to the cities. Simultaneously
the Valley was feeling the effects of the agricultural revolution
which more and more was requiring mechanization and larger farms
and which brought about the changes that have brought the

landscape of the Rockfish Valley to what it is today--small
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farms, fewer orchards, littlevcropping, mostly a rolling
yesteryear landscape of cattle on’rich grass.

In 1951 Mr. and Mrs. William.R. Mattox of Durham, North
Carolina, purchased the entirety of the Kistler, Lesh holdings
and in the next few years cut the last of the timber ever to be
cut for lumber purposes within its bounds and then held these
lands as an investment in good stewardship to enhance in value
and beauty. They did. 1In 1968 the Mattoxes reluctantly decided
they should sell their property and through a rather unusual set
of circumstances retained Don Faulkner of Virginia Landmark
Corporation as their exclusive sales agent. Specific to their
agreement to sell was a stipulation that it be sold into good
hands for a potential use that would work to the benefit of the
surrounding community of Nelson county. It took from February to
June of 1968 for their agents (most ably guided by George Vest)
to get over the property working hard and it was not until the
fall of 1968 that they began to grasp and to become fully
confident in the potentials of this large land holding.

In the spring of 1969 their concept of development and
confidence in it won the interest of Jim Wheat (Wheat, First
Securities Incorporated, Richmond, Virginia) which resulted in a
purchase agreement in June of 1969--an unusual agreement which
enhanced the prospects of this property's realizing its finest
potentials. A commitment was made to purchase and to do
comprehensive studies on the property. Before they could begin,

in August of 1969 Nelson County was ravaged by Hurricane Camille
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resulting in the death of many people and in the ravaging of many
thousands of acres of its finest mountain hollows and bottoms.
Among other things learned from this dread experience were two--
the people of Nelson are of exceptional quality, courage, faith
and strength . . . and WINTERGREEN, which was in the path of the
storm, survived with less damage acre for acre than any other
tract of mountain land in the path of Camille.

Commencing immediately after Hurricane Camille and for the
next two years comprehensive studies of the property--geology,
ecélogy, ground water resources, meteorology, and the tentative
siting and feasibility of roads, ski slopes, and mountain lakes--
wére conducted to determine the extent and character of
development that these lands could support. These studies were
unusually comprehensive for predevelopment planning and exceeded
probably at that time only by similar studies conducted by the
Sea Pines Company prior to development of Hilton Head Island; and
were conducted by top flight scientists and professionals. The
results were encouraging and immediately followed by studies of
the potentials for development, i.e. the markets and demands,
economic feasibility, entrance and interest access, overall
engineering, and preliminary land use and architectural planning.

Results of these studies strongly supported the view that
development of WINTERGREEN would be demanding but probably quite

rewarding and were convincing in respect that WINTERGREEN could
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be a year-round, everyday, ali time and forever recreational and
resort community of unique character and unsurpassable
excellence.

Subsequent to these studies more than a year's search of
RTKL, Inc. of Baltimore, architects and planners, Gladstone
Associates of Washington, real estate economic consultants, and
Virginia Landmark corporation was conducted to seek out a
developer with the integrity and the capability to bring

WINTERGREEN to its best potentials.
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