














resulting in the death of many people and in the ravaging of many
thousands of acres of its finest mountain hollows and bottoms.
Among other things learned from this dread experience were two--
the people of Nelson are of exceptional quality, courage, faith
and strength . . . and WINTERGREEN, which was in the path of the
storm, survived with less damage acre for acre than any other
tract of mountain land in the path of Camille.

Commencing immediately after Hurricane Camille and for the
next two years comprehensive studies of the property--geology,
ecélogy, ground water resources, meteorology, and the tentative
siting and feasibility of roads, ski slopes, and mountain lakes--
wére conducted to determine the extent and character of
development that these lands could support. These studies were
unusually comprehensive for predevelopment planning and exceeded
probably at that time only by similar studies conducted by the
Sea Pines Company prior to development of Hilton Head Island; and
were conducted by top flight scientists and professionals. The
results were encouraging and immediately followed by studies of
the potentials for development, i.e. the markets and demands,
economic feasibility, entrance and interest access, overall
engineering, and preliminary land use and architectural planning.

Results of these studies strongly supported the view that
development of WINTERGREEN would be demanding but probably quite

rewarding and were convincing in respect that WINTERGREEN could
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be a year-round, everyday, ali time and forever recreational and
resort community of unique character and unsurpassable
excellence.

Subsequent to these studies more than a year's search of
RTKL, Inc. of Baltimore, architects and planners, Gladstone
Associates of Washington, real estate economic consultants, and
Virginia Landmark corporation was conducted to seek out a
developer with the integrity and the capability to bring

WINTERGREEN to its best potentials.
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